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27 February 2008

Internet Consultation on the EU Raw Materials Initiative
Assessment of BUSINESSEUROPE

See: http://ec.europa.eu/yourvoice/ipm/forms/dispatch?form=RM

ON GENERAL ISSUES AND PRIORITIES

What is your opinion on the following statement?

"There is a need for further action towards ensuring the long term sustainable supply of non-
energy raw materials to the EU economy and ensuring a coherent political approach to the key
challenges arising." (compulsory)

Agree, but the main focus should be on national initiatives

Agree, but the main focus should be on international initiatives

O

Agree, but the main focus should be on EU initiatives

’ﬁ‘

)Agree. The initiative should be taken at all levels of public policies
Neither agree or disagree

Disagree

O 0O a0

Strongly disagree

Recommended BUSINESSEUROPE Answer
Agree. The initiative should be taken at all levels of public policies.

Comment: An effective raw materials strategy should encompass measures on the
national, EU and international level. There must be complementary and mutually
enforcing strategies in member states and on the EU level. Moreover, additional
initiatives on the international level (OECD, G8, WTO) would be desirable.
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Please give your opinion on the following key challenges

Somewhat Somewhat Strongly

. . Don't know
agree disagree disagree

Strongly agree

increase the sustainable supply of
raw materials from European = - - e e
sources (compulsory)

ensure sustainable and a more

transparent supply from third = e e e E
countries (compulsory)

encourage capacity building in .
developing countries (compulsory) L L L £ L
encourage greater efficiency in the .

use of resources (compulsory) > > > > >
establish an adequate EU

knowledge base on raw = - - e e

materials (compulsory)

Recommended BUSINESSEUROPE Answer

We recommend “strongly agree” except for “encourage greater efficiency in the use of
resources”. For this point we recommend “Don’t know” complemented with the
following comment: A comprehensive effective approach must entail the various areas
indicated above. As regards resource efficiency we advocate for a Research &
Development based approach. We strongly oppose binding provisions on product
design. The Raw Materials Initiative should lead to less bureaucracy not more. Business
already has a clear economic incentive to design and manufacture efficient products.
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INCREASE THE SUSTAINABLE SUPPLY OF RAW MATERIALS
FROM EUROPEAN SOURCES

Please rank the three most important issues regarding the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of exploration and
access to land:

1. The potential for commercially viable mineral deposits in Europe is
insufficiently explored

2. Administrative requirements linked to permitting for new and extended
extraction activities are disproportionate and constitute an important
disincentive to exploration and extraction

3. In a situation in which access to land is increasingly constrained by
conflicting land uses (e.g. agriculture, urban and infrastructure development,
nature conservation) the lack of clearly defined mineral planning policies within
Member States is a serious impediment

4. Implementation of EU environmental legislation does not take sufficient
account of the extractive industry’s needs to access new areas of land

5. Resistance to exploration and extraction at local level can be due to
insufficient communication with stakeholders, especially on the environmental
and social aspects

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:

» Administrative requirements linked to permitting for new and extended
extraction activities are disproportionate and constitute an important disincentive
to exploration and extraction. In some situations, abuse of administrative
procedures can lead to unjustified delays and non-respect of obligations towards
investors.

» In a situation in which access to land is increasingly constrained by conflicting
land uses (e.g. agriculture, urban and infrastructure development, nature
conservation) the lack of clearly defined mineral planning policies within
Member States is a serious impediment.

» Implementation of EU environmental legislation does not take sufficient account
of the extractive industry’s needs to access new areas of land.

Please rank the three most important issues regarding the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of research and
innovation:

1. Minerals research (public and private) in the EU lacks sufficient critical mass
in comparison with other global players to support innovation and to guarantee
a sustainable future

2. There are insufficient partnerships between the private and the public sector,
including universities and higher technical education institutes

3. EU minerals research is insufficiently focused on areas such as mine life cycle
(exploration to reclamation) and resource processing
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4. EU minerals research is insufficiently focused on areas such as reuse and
recycling and the development of innovative materials

5. There is insufficient knowledge on the conversion of resources embedded in
our infrastructure, houses and products to create new economic opportunities at
the end-of-life stage

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
» There are insufficient partnerships between the private and the public sector,
including universities and higher technical education institutes.

Please rank the three most important issues regarding the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of skills and health
and safety:

1. There is an increasing lack of available skilled staff in the extractive industry
2. There is a mismatch between the industries” human resources needs and
output of education establishments

3. The rate of accidents in the extractive industry is too high in comparison with
most industrial sectors

4. National statistics in relation to health and safety of workers in the mining
sector need to be better harmonized at the EU level in order to give a reliable
picture of situation

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
» There is a mismatch between the industries’ human resources needs and output
of education establishments.

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment

Have you experienced serious adverse economic or other consequences as a
result from above-mentioned issues? YES/NO

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to increase the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of exploration and
access to land:

1. Improve public awareness of importance of raw materials in meeting essential
economic and societal needs in Europe
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2. Improve the administrative conditions related to exploration activities
through an exchange of best practices within Member States and regions,
especially on permitting processes

3. Promote more effective dialogue between extractive companies and local
communities and Non Governmental Organisations

4. Develop sector-specific guidance documents for legislative framework
conditions that have an impact on land use

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
» Improve public awareness of importance of raw materials in meeting essential
economic and social needs in Europe.
» Establish maximum time limits for administrative, legislative or judicial
decisions regarding extraction activities.

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to increase the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of research and
innovation:

1. Support research and innovation in the area of exploration and extraction
activities through Community instruments such as the 7th Framework
Programme

2. Support the activities of the European Technology Platform on Sustainable
Mineral Resources

3. Promote the uptake of voluntary initiatives by the extractive industry aimed at
building better relations with stakeholders

4. Promote the uptake of voluntary initiatives aimed at improving information
on the materials content of infrastructure, houses and products

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to increase the sustainable
supply of raw materials from European sources in terms of skills and health
and safety:

1. Enhance and promote partnerships between industry, universities and
authorities on mining-related educational programmes

2. Promote the further uptake of social dialogue with the aim, inter alia, of
improved protection of workers

3. Promote voluntary initiatives aimed at improving the health and safety
performance in mines and quarries

4. Harmonise national statistics and monitoring strategies related to accidents
and occupational diseases at EU level
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5. Promote partnerships between mining equipment suppliers and extractive
industry in order to reduce risks such as noise, dust and vibrations

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
» Enhance and promote partnerships between industry, universities and authorities
on mining-related educational programmes.

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment
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>EUROPE
| I

ENSURE SUSTAINABLE AND A MORE TRANSPARENT SUPPLY
FROM THIRD COUNTRIES

Please rank the three most important issues in relation to international
trade:

1. A high degree of concentration of the worldwide production of raw materials

increases the risk to secure supplies to the EU economy at competitive prices

2. Measures taken by some third countries (e.g. export restrictions, subsidies,

restrictive investment rules, price-fixing, double-pricing systems and/or import

duties) have tangible adverse effects through trade distortions in the

international raw material markets

3. The internationally available instruments are not sufficiently effective to deal

with trade distortions currently being experienced

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
All three statements are pertinent.

Please rank the three most important issues in relation to the transparency
of the production chain of raw materials in third countries:

1. There is a lack of transparency in relation to company payments and
government revenues _from mining

2. Local communities do not benefit sufficiently from the mining activities in
their area, often leading to social resentment

3. Involvement of stakeholders throughout the life cycle of mining operations is
not always sufficiently ensured

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment

Have you experienced any serious adverse economic consequences as a
result from above-mentioned issues? YES/NO

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to ensure sustainable and a more
transparent supply from third countries in relation to international trade:
1. Include conditions in relation to access to resources in future Free Trade
Agreements

2. Address the raw materials challenge in the context of international fora, such
as OECD and WTO
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3. Improve policy dialogues on access to raw materials between the EU and
resource-rich countries

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment. All three levels are priorities.

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to ensure sustainable and a more
transparent supply from third countries in relation to the transparency of
the production chain of raw materials:

1. Develop a corporate social responsibility initiative for EU mining companies
active in third countries

2. Promote the support of international initiatives such as the Extractive
Industry Transparency Initiative

3. Examine the possible application of certification schemes like the Kimberley
Process (currently applied to diamonds) to other materials

4. Promote the reporting quality by extractive companies through initiatives
such as the Global Reporting Initiative

BUSINESSEUROPE Priority could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)

It is important that participation in these initiatives remain voluntary. In addition, the
success of such initiatives can generally be assessed efficiently through internal
monitoring. External controls and certification schemes do not necessarily result in
greater credibility. Consequently external controls and certification schemes should not
be implemented.
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ENCOURAGE CAPACITY BUILDING IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

Please rank the three most important issues in relation to capacity building
in developing countries:

1. Raw materials are often being extracted and processed under poor
environmental, social and health & safety conditions

2. Local communities do not have the necessary know-how to evaluate mining-
related projects

3. Lack of adequate infrastructure (roads, ports, energy) hampers the
establishment of new mine sites

4. In many countries the establishment of (new) mines is constrained by political
instability and the related risks of expropriation or physical dangers

5. Effective partnership and cooperation between donors and other stakeholders
and the private sector is lacking

6. There are insufficient synergies between mining investments and development

aid

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
» Lack of adequate infrastructure
» Effective partnership and cooperation between donors and other stakeholders
and the private sector is lacking.
» There are insufficient synergies between mining investments and development
aid — notably in the field of infrastructure.

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to encourage capacity building in
developing countries:

1. Enhance the use of external policy instruments to improve investment security
against expropriation and physical risks

2. Improve the sustainable extraction by artisan and small scale mining through
EU development policy instruments

3. Strengthen local capacity in relation to the good management of financial
revenues from mining through EU development policy instruments

4. Promote and strengthen initiatives by the extractive industry that provide
added value to local communities (HIV, water supply, education)

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
» Enhance the use of external policy instruments.

» Strengthen the local capacity

Other (please specify)
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An integrated and comprehensive approach to EU development cooperation is
necessary. BUSINESSEUROPE sees the problem of access to raw materials as an
opportunity for both resource holders and companies. The EU can make a great

contribution to development projects through private investment and public-private
partnerships in developing countries that need investment.
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ENCOURAGE GREATER EFFICIENCY IN THE USE OF
RESOURCES

Please rank the three most important issues in relation to encouraging
greater efficiency in the use of resources:

1. Production costs associated with implementing new technologies are
significantly higher than those of current technologies and do not bring
adequate return on investment

2. Availability and cost of credit to invest in new technologies is an important
constraint

3. The lack of partners (business, research, design, marketing, finance) is an
important constraint

4. There is a lack of reliable long term policy and regulatory orientation

5. Consumers are not sufficiently aware of the advantages of better performing
products

6. The price of more efficient products is too high

7. Public procurers do not always purchase better performing products

8. Resource efficiency requirements have an essential role

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to encourage greater efficiency
in the use of resources:

1. Promote “design for recycling” through lead market initiatives and European
Technology Platforms

2. Set resource efficiency targets at EU level

3. Promote outstanding performance on “resource efficient innovation”

4. Promote projects under the 7th Framework Programme that focus on
resource-efficient production and recycling processes (Life Cycle Thinking)

5. Develop new strategies and technologies reducing the environmental footprint
of minerals processing

6. Develop toolkits for Small and Mediumsized Enterprises to promote Life
Cycle Thinking

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)

The Commission initiative should not lead to new regulatory burdens for EU business,
such as mandatory provisions on product design and efficiency targets.
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ESTABLISH AN ADEQUATE EU KNOWLEDGE BASE ON RAW
MATERIALS

Please rank the three most important issues in relation to establishing an
adequate EU knowledge base on raw materials:

1. Information and data in relation to the geological availability of raw
materials are currently scattered among various levels and organisations
throughout Europe

2. Economic data in relation to raw materials is incomplete at EU level leading
to difficulties of analysis and informed opinion on critical raw materials for the
EU economy

3. Ongoing projects that consider various aspects of the earth’s surface are not
linked to geological information

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)
If a knowledge base is essential, it must have added value. An out-of-date knowledge
base is useless.

Please rank the three most important policy actions that could be
considered according to their contribution to establish an adequate EU
knowledge base on raw materials:

1. Explore the possibilities of establishing a systematically updated EU resource
map

2. Establish links with the European Data Centre on natural resources

3. Improve Member States coverage of and reporting on key economic
indicators to Eurostat, while avoiding unnecessary administrative burdens
4. Carry out a strategic analysis of the supply of non-energy raw materials
(primary, secondary and wastes) on a regular basis

5. Carry out a mass flow analysis on key strategic non-energy raw materials
(primary, secondary and wastes) on a regular basis

6. Develop a strategy to make a link between geological information and
satellite-based projects (such as for instance the Global Monitoring for
Environment and Security)

BUSINESSEUROPE Priorities could be:
Individual assessment

Other (please specify)
Individual assessment

[title of the document to be repeated here] 13



	What is your opinion on the following statement? "There is a need for further action towards ensuring the long term sustainable supply of non-energy raw materials to the EU economy and ensuring a coherent political approach to the key challenges arising." (compulsory) 
	 Agree, but the main focus should be on national initiatives
	 Agree, but the main focus should be on international initiatives
	 Agree, but the main focus should be on EU initiatives
	 Agree. The initiative should be taken at all levels of public policies
	 Neither agree or disagree
	 Disagree
	 Strongly disagree

	Please give your opinion on the following key challenges
	Strongly agree
	Somewhat agree
	Somewhat disagree
	Strongly disagree
	Don't know
	increase the sustainable supply of raw materials from European sources (compulsory) 
	ensure sustainable and a more transparent supply from third countries (compulsory)
	encourage capacity building in developing countries (compulsory) 
	encourage greater efficiency in the use of resources (compulsory) 
	establish an adequate EU knowledge base on raw materials (compulsory) 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


